Browns lose again, fall to 0-11 


Only five games are left for team to avoid a winless season 
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Today’s weather 
Sunshine 

> and milder. 
i. High: 50 
Low: 42 


Tuesday: Warmer, 60 | 41 
Wednesday: Cooler, 47 | 35 


Weather report, A2 


Metro<State 


Sexual assault reports 
rise at Ohio air base 


The number of sexual assaults 
reported at an Ohio air base 
spiked in 2016, but officials 
say that does necessarily mean 
more assaults were occurring 
there. A3 


Help for youths: A statewide 
multimedia campaign has 
been launched to help young 
people struggling with bully- 
ing, undue stress or societal 
pressure that puts them at 
risk of hurting themselves. A3 


Nation&<World 


Conyers resigns post 
amid harassment inquiry 


Rep. John Conyers Jr., the 
House’s longest-serving law- 
maker, is stepping aside from 
the House Judiciary Commit- 
tee amid an investigation into 
allegations that he sexually 
harassed former aides. AS 


Ivanka in India: Ivanka 
Trump leads a delegation to 
India this week to promote 
female entrepreneurship. 
But looming over her visit is 
a question: What are the con- 
ditions for laborers in India 
who put together clothes for 
her fashion line? AG 


Forum 


We're at cyberwar, and 
we're our own enemy 


Opinion: Enemies of the West 
have hacked our cultural ad- 
vantages, turning the very 
things that have made us 
strong — technological lead- 
ership, free speech, the mar- 
ket economy and multiparty 
government — against us. A7 


Sports 


Cavaliers apply blitz 
to shut down opponents 


The Cavaliers have adopted a 
blitzing defensive scheme, one 
that has been at the center of 
their seven-game winning 
streak. B1 


College playoffs: The Col- 
lege Football Playoff is per- 
fect at four teams, and this 
season shows why. Doug Les- 
merises explains. B1 


Diversions 


Newman just fine with 
writing music his way 
Songwriter and singer Randy 
Newman (“Short People”) 
says the songs he’s interested 
in writing are not going to ap- 
peal to the masses. But that’s 
OK with him. P1 
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So why is that darn 
tire pressure light on? 
Losing tire pressure 
in your car in the 
winter is a rite of 
passage for North- 
east Ohioans. Cleveland.com/ 
meteorologist explains the sci- 
ence behind the phenomenon. 
Watch the video at cleveland. 
com/weather 
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New LYME TOWNSHIP 
— Chad Faber lies on the 
cold, muddy ground, saw- 
ing away at a Canaan fir 
tree in a field at Manners 
Christmas Tree Farm in 
Ashtabula County. 

He gets to his knees 
and looks at his children, 
Ellie, 14, and Ethan, 13. 
“You think they’d be at 
an age to be helpful,” 
he says with a grin, to 
no one in particular. 
“They’re not.” 

Ellie heads toward the 
tree and sticks her arms 
through the branches, 
grabbing the trunk as her 
dad cuts through it. 

She squeals as the tree 
tips in her direction, and 
Ethan rushes in to help. 
Mom Jill keeps hold of 


Holiday traditions 


O, Christmas tree! 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY LYNN ISCHAY | THE PLAIN DEALER 
Jill Faber, left, daughter Ellie, goldendoodle Max, son Ethan and husband Chad haul their freshly 
cut Canaan fir at Manners Christmas Tree Farm in Ashtabula County. They’ll have it shaken to 
dislodge loose needles, then baled in netting to transport it to their Chardon home. 


Families make memories 
finding the perfect evergreen 


Susan Pasanen of Ashtabula came with her 
jingle bell reindeer antlers as she and the family 
looked for the perfect Christmas tree at Manners 
Christmas Tree Farm. She has gone there for the 
past 30 years on the Sunday after Thanksgiving. 


the family goldendoodle, 
Max, who bounds over to 
see what the fuss is about. 

The Fabers, of Chardon, 
are just one of hundreds 
of families that have been 


heading to the 80-acre 
farm for decades, just as 
much to make memories 
as to buy a Christmas tree. 

Ruth Manners, who 
bought the farm from her 


© cleveland.com See more photos from Manners Christmas Tree Farm. 
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Carl and Louis Stokes 
long ago earned their place 
in American history. Now 
the sibling political and civil 
rights legends are being re- 
membered and celebrated 
in a new, permanent exhibit 
at the Cleveland History 
Center. 

“Carl and Louis Stokes 
Making History” culmi- 
nates the Cleveland History 
Center’s yearlong tribute 
to the 50th anniversary 
of Carl Stokes’ election as 
mayor of Cleveland, mak- 
ing him the first black 


mayor of a major city. 

It also looks at Louis 
Stokes’ milestone of be- 
coming the first black con- 
gressman elected in Ohio, 
in 1969. 

For the exhibit, the 
Cleveland History Center, 
part of the Western Reserve 


GUS CHAN | THE PLAIN DEALER 
Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the election 

of Carl Stokes, the Cleveland History Center at 
Western Reserve Historical Society has a Stokes 
exhibit that honors both Carl and Louis Stokes. 


Historical Society, col- 
laborated with Cuyahoga 
Community College, along 
with other local historians 
and academics, pooling 
knowledge and archival re- 
sources. 


SEE STOKES | A4 


father in 1989, has spent 
most of the year pruning 
the 40 acres of trees, shap- 
ing them to perfection. 

Now she can afford to 
spend some time greeting 
families, some of whom 
have become friends over 
the years. The work is 
hard, and Manners admits 
that 15 years ago, she was 
ready to give up. 

“T had a full-time job, 
and I worked the farm 
part time,” she says as 
she takes a seat next to 
the toasty fireplace in the 
farm’s red barn. 

It’s a rare moment; the 
whip-thin woman doesn’t 
sit down much. “I quit 
planting trees; I was going 
to quit the farm,” she says, 
looking around the barn 
at the families. 


SEE TREES | A4 
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Analysis 


ROBERT HIGGS 
bhiggs @cleveland.com 


Many political observers 
believe that Mayor Frank 
Jackson’s historic fourth 
4-year term will be his last. 

If so, who might be his 
successor? If not, who 
might be among his chal- 
lengers? 

The 2021 election may 
seem a long way off, but 
running a successful cam- 
paign across a city of more 
than 385,000 people re- 
quires name recognition, 
sound preparation and a 
strong team of advisers and 
contributors. 

And that takes time. 

With that in mind, it’s 
not too soon to ponder who 


White House 


Trump 
Jumps 
back in 


Ala. race 


President's tweets 
target Democrat 


PAUL KANE 
AND DAVID NAKAMURA 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Donald Trump con- 
tinued his lonely campaign 
to boost Republican Roy 
Moore’s Senate bid in Ala- 
bama, taking to Twitter to 
denounce the candidate’s 
Democratic opponent as 
other GOP lawmakers con- 
tinued to oppose their par- 
ty’s nominee over sexual 
misconduct allegations. 

“The last thing we need in 
Alabama and the U.S. Sen- 
ate is a Schumer/Pelosi pup- 
pet who is WEAK on Crime, 
WEAK on the Border, Bad 
for our Military,” Trump 
tweeted Sunday morning, 
suggesting that Democrat 
Doug Jones would side 
with the Senate and House 
Democratic leaders. “Jones 
would be a disaster!” 

The president later sug- 
gested that Republicans 
“can’t let Schumer/Pelosi 
win this race,” not men- 
tioning Moore by name in 
either tweet but each time 
criticizing Jones in a way 
that made clear that Trump 
supported the controver- 
sial Republican nominee. 

Trump’s support for 
Moore has left Senate Re- 
publicans dumbfounded 
after they tried to force 
the nominee out of the 
race after The Washington 
Post reported this month 
that when Moore was in 
his 30s, working as a local 
prosecutor, he is alleged to 
have pursued sexual rela- 
tionships with teenagers 
— including a 14-year-old 
who said she had a sexual 
encounter with him. 

“It is pretty clear to me 
that the best thing Roy 
Moore can do for the coun- 
try is move on,” Sen. Tim 
Scott, a South Carolina 
Republican, said on ABC’s 
“This Week.” 


SEE MOORE | A8 


What about next 
p mayors” contest? 


Not too soon to weigh in on candidates 


might jump into a race. 

We’ve come up with 
15 people who’ve either 
generated some chatter, 
or have run for the office 
before. 

Some of these folks 
clearly are more likely to 
run than others, but we’re 
not picking favorites. We’ve 
listed them here alphabet- 
ically. 


Brandon 
Chrostowski 


A newcomer to politics in 
2017, Chrostowski joined 
the race for mayor and 
finished fourth in the nine- 
way primary race. 


sEE MAYOR | A4 
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